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TO LORD GRANTHAM.
CHAS. F. FORBES.
Argyll Street, April 15, 18iS.
MY LORD,&mdash;The Treasurer and the Secre-
tary to the Westminster Eye Infirmary,
having twice returned my letter of resigna-
tion of the office of Physician to that Insti-
tution, will, I trust, be my apology for send-
ing the inclosed to your Lordship, as the
Chairman of the Committee, whose Reso-
lution of the 2nd April is the immediate
cause of my resignation.
(Signed)
TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE ROYAL WEST-
MINSTER EYE INFIRMARY.
Argyll Street, April 15th, 1828.
GENTLEMEN,&mdash;In consequence of the Re-
solution adopted by you at your meeting of
the 2nd inst., founded upon your supposition,
that a statement attributed to me is incor-
rect, I think proper now to resign the office
of physician to the Royal Westminster In-
:firmary for Diseases of the Eye. But as the
Treasurer and Secretary have twice return-
ed my letter of the 5th inst., containing my
resignation, I am now under the neces-
sity of addressing the Committee. At the
same time, as the resolution alluded to,
though founded upon a supposition entirely
false, may have the tendency of accusing
me of misrepresentation, I feel it due to
myself to give the following statement of
facts, the truth of which I feel assured Mr.
Guthrie will himself not venture to deny.
On Sunday morning, May 27th, the day
after the appearance of a paragraph in THE
.LANCET, severely animadverting on the
mode in which the business of the Eye In-
firmary was carried on, I received a note
from Mr. Guthrie, requesting me to call
upon him in Berkeley Street, between the
hours of eleven and twelve, for the purpose
of making an alteration in the admission
ticket. Had a reprint of the ticket only
been necessary, and no alteration been in-
tended, Mr. Guthrie would not have thought
it requisite to request me to call upon him ; ,
neither could my presence, nor my assent,
have been required. ’
I wrote a note to Mr. Guthrie, to inform
him that I could not call upon him at the
time he mentioned, but that 1 would do so
in the course of the day ; and which I ac-
cordingly did, between two and three
o’clock. Mr. Guthrie was not at home, but
I found the old ticket upon his table, with
the following alterations made upon it, in
his own hand writing:-
" Dr. Forbes attends on Saturdays, at
half past eleven;
"Mr. Guthrie, on Tuesday, at half past
twelve ;
" Dr. Forbes and Mr. Guthrie, on Thurs-
day, from half past eleven till half past
one."
I left a note upon Mr. Guthrie’s table,
objecting to the proposed change in the
hours of attendance, as being likely to prove
inconvenient to the patients, by interfering
with their dinner time ; and moreover, that
I could not be certain of being regular in
my own attendance at the newly-proposedhours. This ticket was afterwards printed,
without any further communication with me,
and has been ever since in use at the In-
firmary.
Such, Gentlemen, are the facts connect.
ed with the alteration of the admission tic.
ket upon the 27th of May, 1887. You will
perceive that they are such as might possi.
bly be known only to Mr. Guthrie and myself,
and that the Gentlemen, upon whose evi.
dence you thought proper to found the reso.
lution of the 2d inst., might be utterly igno-
rant of them.
I beg to call your particular attention to
the circumstance, that Mr. Guthrie himself
has never, so far as I know, ventured to
deny the corretness of this statement.
With regard to the office of House Surgeon,
another point to which the resolution allud.
ed, although 1 may inadvertently have sign.
ed a certificate designating Mr. Dunn by
that title, because I had been in the habit
of signing all certificates, that already bore
my colleague’s name, and were written by
him, as a matter of courtesy, there was cer-
tainly no such situation recognised either
by the Committee or by myself; and Mr.
Dunn, in his letter of the 18th March, to
the Editor of THE LANCET, published in
No. 239 of that Journal, of which I have
annexed a copy, expressly calls himself
House Pupil.
" Attendance of Dr. Forbes and Mr. Guthrie at
the Westminster Hospital.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Having acted as house-pupil during
the season of 1823 and 1824, at the West-
minster Eye Infirmary, I feel it incumbent
upon me, after the remarks you have re-
peatedly made, to state, that during tbat
time, nothing could exceed the attention
Dr. Forbes and Mr. Guthrie paid to that
Institution. 1 can corroborate what Mr.
Guthrie says, in his letter, regarding the
punctuality of his attendance ; and I have
frequently known him to call at the Infir-
mary on the intervening days. The patients
were satisfied and grateful, and the pupils
pleased, with the clinical instruction given.
I regret the rupture between Dr. Forbes
and Mr. Guthrie, convinced that it must
tend to injure the Institution.
